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SPRING TERM, 2012  

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS 

We are very pleased to announce 

that the Centre for Advanced Inquiry 

in the Integrative Arts (CAiiA) – 

Planetary Collegium is the 2011 re-

cipient of the World Universities Fo-

rum Award for Best Practice in High-

er Education. Each year, the Award 

recognizes some of the most signifi-

cant higher education practices, in-

cluding curricula and research.  

 

Founded and directed by Professor 

Roy Ascott, the CAiiA – Planetary 

Collegium is a PhD research pro-

gram located in the School of Art 

and Media at Plymouth University, 

with nodes at the Nuova Accademia 

de Belli Arte, Milan and Hochschule 

fuer Gestaltung und Kunst, Zurich. 

The Collegium brings together a 

geographically and professionally 

diverse group of people, including 

artists, scientists, theorists, archi-

tects, and scholars, for doctoral and 

post-doctoral learning and re-

search. Meeting on-line, and face-

to-face in research sessions, con-

ferences and symposia, members 

of the CAiiA – Planetary Collegium 

focus on the intersection of emerg-

ing forms of art and architecture, 

new media, and technology, sci-

ence and consciousness. This col-

laborative — and syncretic — ap-

proach, one nominator of the 

award explained, ―opens the ex-

change of ideas, where discovery, 

creativity and personal and profes-

sional development can flourish, 

with the support of the exceptional 

Planetary Collegium‘s academic 

faculty.  

 

The Best Practice Award was an-

nounced formally at this year‘s 

World Universities Forum, which 

was held at the University of the 

Aegean, Rhodes, Greece in Janu-

ary 2012. This marks the fifth year of 

the Forum. 

The 2012 Forum will continue the 

discussion of the current role and fu-

ture possibilities of the university. We 

are pleased that this discussion will 

include recognition of the CAiiA – 

Planetary Collegium, Plymouth Uni-

versity, and the inspiration it provides 

for reinventing the ways in which uni-

versities develop degree programs 

and conduct research. 

Landscapes of Exploration fore-

grounds the role of contemporary 

art in examining Antarctica. What 

perspectives can art offer on this 

terra incognita, a forbidding environ-

ment where the temperature rarely 

rises above freezing, yet one which 

for scientists offers a wealth of geo-

logical and glacial data including 

indicators of climate change.  

Ten visual artists, one musician and 

three writers undertook residencies 

in the Antarctic between 2001 and 

2009, under the auspices of the 

British Antarctic Survey, supported 

by Arts Council England. This exhi-

bition will bring together for the first 

time art resulting from the various 

artistic investigations, offering an 

opportunity to reflect upon the very 

different subject matter, media and 

responses evident in the range of 

work produced. 

Curated by Liz Wells, Professor in 

Photographic Culture, Faculty of 

Arts, Plymouth University and Di-

Planetary Collegium wins the World Universities Forum Best Practice Award 

Landscapes of  Exploration  festival, exhibition and publication  

rector, Land/Water and the Visual 

Arts. 

Liz is known as an international cura-

tor and has written extensively on 

photography history, theory and prac-

tices, with a particular interest in the 

relationship between landscape and 

the environment and contemporary 

political, social and environmental 

attitudes (Land Matters: Landscape 

Photography, Culture and Identity, I B 

Tauris, 2011). 

The exhibition and accompanying 

exhibition catalogue is supported by 

the Centre for Media, Art and Design 

Research (MADr). 

For more information visit the Penin-

sula Arts website. 

Video still by Neville Gabie, 

featured in the exhibition. 
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